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Housekeeping
• This is the final. We’d greatly appreciate it if 

you turned on your cameras to help us feel 
more connected as a group. 

• Attendees are muted throughout the webinar.
• Type questions into Chat.
• To activate captions, select “Captions” and 

“Show Captions.”
• This webinar will be recorded and shared with 

participants
• Send your questions into the chat for help.



This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of 
an award totaling $625,000 with 0 percent financed with non-governmental 
sources. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent 
the official views of, nor an endorsement by HRSA, HHS, or the U.S. Government. 
For more information, please visit HRSA.gov.

https://www.hrsa.gov/


About this Learning Collaborative

● Using legal services as a community strategy to improve maternal health in 

health centers

● 4 sessions

○ 90 mn long

○ Didactic portion and guided discussion

● Overview and Discussion of an MLP model
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Learning Collaborative Objectives

1. Understand MLPs and their role in maternal health   

2. Understand how to detect and address unmet legal needs that negatively 
impact maternal health outcomes

3. Develop strategies to collaborate across health and legal settings for 
integrating civil legal services, e.g, such as MLP activities, with your health 
center’s maternal priorities.
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Perinatal Legal Assistance & Wellbeing (LAW) Project 

● HJA partnership with MedStar Washington Hospital Center’s Women’s & Infants’ 
Services (WIS). Conducted needs assessment in 2020 & Launched services in 2021 

● 2 Full-time lawyers work with WIS to:
○ Train healthcare teams to identify & refer patients with unmet legal needs
○ Provide legal services to pregnant & postpartum patients 
○ Build provider & patient capacity to advocate 

● Evaluating impact on patients, providers, and the health system to contribute to the 
MLP evidence base



Health Harming Legal Needs
“A social problem that adversely affects a person's health or access to healthcare, 
and that is better remedied through joint legal care and healthcare than through 
healthcare services alone.” 

- National Center for Medical-Legal Partnership (MLP)



Job Accommodations

Discrimination

Parental Leave

Family Medical Leave Act

Short-term/Long-term 
Disability Leave

Home
Housing Conditions

Housing Accessibility

Eviction

Public Benefits/Income 
Supports

Child Support

Domestic Violence

Paternity

Custody

Work Family

Legal Needs of WIS Perinatal Patients Based on 
Fall 2020 Needs Assessment



P-LAW Patient Referral to Legal Services Process



The Health Justice Alliance: An Academic MLP
Academic MLPs can expand institutional & professional boundaries and help 
students learn new ways to practice law & medicine together.   —NEJM May 2021 



Perinatal LAW Project Partners/Funding



Resources

















Questions?

Scan the QR code 
or visit us online at: 
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/health-ju
stice-alliance/our-work/perinatal-law-proje
ct

Vicki W. Girard, JD
Faculty Director, Georgetown 
University Health Justice Alliance
vwg@georgetown.edu

Roxana Richardson, JD
MLP Director, Georgetown 
University Health Justice Alliance 
Perinatal LAW Project
roxana.richardson@georgetown.edu

Loral Patchen, PhD, MSN, MA, 
CNM, IBCLC 
Scientific Director, MedStar Health 
Research Institute
Loral.Patchen@medstar.net 



Guided 
Discussion



Evaluation Survey 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
9NZ3935



THANK YOU!

Contact the NCMLP Team at ncmlp@gwu.edu for assistance.


