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Welcome and thank you for joining us today.

The webinar will begin in just a moment.
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Housekeeping:

• Turn up your volume to hear us. 
• Everyone is on mute upon entry.
• Use the chat box to send questions or comments.
• Need help?  Email aprildaniels@gwu.edu. 
• Please complete the survey at the end.
• Yes, the session will be recorded.



Introductory Remarks

Bethany Hamilton, JD
Co-Director, National Center for Medical-
Legal Partnership



• Transform the focus of healthcare and civil legal
aid practice from people to populations;

• Build and inform the evidence base to support
the medical-legal partnership approach; and

• Redefine inter-professional education with an
emphasis on training healthcare, public health
and legal professionals together.

The Work of NCMLP



Learning Objectives

Help health center and medical-legal partnership staff better understand: 

1. how we define the medical-legal partnership (MLP) approach 
2. why community policing matters for health 
3. how your work intersects with public safety approaches 
4. concrete strategies for engaging in community-oriented policing initiatives that 

affect the health and well-being of the communities you serve.



Keegan Warren-Clem, JD, LLM
TLSC Medical-Legal Partnerships 

Rachael A. Rezabek, JD
Kirkland & Ellis LLP 

Staci Lofton, JD, MPH
Harris County Public Health

The Panel of Subject-Matter Experts



MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIP
is an intervention where legal and 
health care professionals collaborate to 
help patients resolve   
SOCIAL, ECONOMIC & 
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS
that contribute to    
HEALTH DISPARITIES
and have a remedy in civil law.



MLPs at

450
health care 
orgs in 

49
States & D.C.

40
Non-HRSA

Health
Centers

163
HRSA-Funded

Health
Centers138

Hospitals &
Health Systems

37
Children’s Hospitals

29
VA Med
Centers

43
Other

Note: Data current as of
October 2, 2020. 



MLPs embed lawyers as 
members of the 
healthcare team 
creating:

ü Healthier 
patients

ü A stronger 
health 
center 
workforce

ü Improved 
health 
equity
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Polling Question: 

To what extent do you agree that a 
community's relationship with law 
enforcement affects the health of patients?



From Patients… … to Policy



• Goals:
• create a community of MLPs and other 

resource partners who can share their 
work, expertise, and best practices among 
its members;

• advise and provide technical assistance to 
organizations wishing to establish an MLP;

• advocate for health-affirming laws and 
policies;

• and promote the development and 
operation of MLPs, including access to 
resource materials for establishing an MLP.

Mission:
to improve the health of all Texans by supporting and promoting collaboration 
between legal and health professionals to address the structural problems that 
underlie health inequities and contribute to health-harming legal needs.

https://www.txmlpc.org/

https://www.txmlpc.org/




De-escalation can be 
defined as non-violent 
strategies to decrease 
the intensity of a 
situation by 
“communicating with 
subjects, maintaining 
distance, and 
otherwise eliminating 
the need to use 
force”.

https://www.txmlpc.org/resources/police/deescalation

https://www.txmlpc.org/resources/police/deescalation


Warning before 
shooting is 
defined as a 
“verbal warning 
in situations 
before the use 
of deadly force.”

https://www.txmlpc.org/resources/police/warning

https://www.txmlpc.org/resources/police/warning


The use-of-force 
continuum is 
defined as a 
restriction of the 
“most severe types 
of force to the most 
extreme situations 
with clear policy 
restrictions on the 
use of each police 
weapon and tactic.”

https://www.txmlpc.org/resources/police/use-of-force

https://www.txmlpc.org/resources/police/use-of-force


Select Case Law 
& State 
Resources

https://www.txmlpc.org/resources/police/clr/

https://www.txmlpc.org/resources/police/clr/
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Leveraging Texas MLP 
Coalition to Pursue Health 

Justice

9/30/2021
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The Coalition aims to improve the 
health of all Texans by supporting and 
promoting partnerships between legal 
and healthcare professionals to 
address the structural problems that 
underlie health inequities and 
contribute to health-harming social 
needs.

Texas MLP Coalition 
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Texas MLP 
Coalition: 
Addressing 
Root Causes

Reskin, B. (2012).  The Race Discrimination 
System. Annu.  Rev. Sociol., 38, 17-35 
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Pursuit of Health Justice: Addressing the 
Root Causes 

Barrier to Health Legal Need Addressed By 
MLP

Insurance/ Income Status • Social Security benefits
• Insurance access
• Food Stamps

Housing Status • Eviction/Foreclosure 
Prevention

• Sanitary housing 
conditions

Education/Employment • Discrimination
• ADA Compliance 
• Guardianship

Sandel, M.,Hansen,M. Kahn,R.,Lawton,E.,Paul, E., Parker, V., Morton, S., & Zuckerman, B.  (2010).  
Medical-Legal Partnerships: Transforming Primary Care By Addressing the Legal Needs of Vulnerable 
Populations. Health Affairs , 29(9), 1697- 1704
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MLP Resources to Realize Health Justice

Community 
& 

Stakeholder 
Engagement

Health 
Data

Legal 
Data

Building the evidence and 
mobilizing advocates in 
support of legal reform
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Approach: Legal Epidemiology 

• The scientific study of how laws and policies 
impact public health

• Formal method for observing and measuring 
how a law or policy functions to create,  
perpetuate, or exacerbate health inequities

• Compare the differential impact of laws as 
enacted and implemented across jurisdictions 
and over time 
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“Law enforcement violence is a critical public health issue” - APHA
• In 2016, there were 76,440 nonfatal injuries due to legal 

intervention 
• Marginalized populations are inequitably affected by law 

enforcement action and violence.
• People of color accounted for more than 50% of years of life lost due 

to legal intervention in 2016 but account for just under 40% of the 
U.S. population

• Correlation between deaths of Black individuals due to law 
enforcement violence and the subsequent poor mental health among 
Blacks living in the same State

TXMLP Legal Epidemiology Practice 

https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2019/01/29/law-enforcement-violence
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TXMLP Legal Epidemiology Practice

Research Question: What are the [individual and community] health 
impacts of police de-escalation training?

Secondary Questions 
1)How is police de-scalation training implemented, practiced, and 
enforced? 

2) What organizational policies/practices (e.g. community oriented 
policing) influence the implementation of police de-escalation?

Governing Law 

Tex. Occ. Code Ann. § 1701.253(n) Officers must complete a 
statewide training program on de-escalation and limiting the use of 
force in dealing with members of the public.

Tex. Pen. Code Ann. § 9.04 General statute defines instances where 
the use of force is justifiable.
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Legal epidemiology is critical field of scientific research

ØIdentify the status and trends of public health laws 
ØDetermine whether a law influences health outcomes and/or 

social determinants
ØBuild evidence to support the design, implementation, and 

diffusion of legal solutions
ØInform policymakers’ public health related decisions  

Legal Epidemiology: A tool for legal 
reform to advance health justice
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1) Public Health Law Center at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC)
Øhttps://www.cdc.gov/phlp/publications/topic/resources/legalepimodel/index.html

2) ChangeLab Solutions
Øhttps://www.changelabsolutions.org/good-governance/phla/legal-epidemiology-
resources

3) Temple University Center for Public Health Law Research
Øhttp://publichealthlawresearch.org/method/legal-epidemiology-training-and-
educational-resources

Legal Epidemiology Resources

https://www.cdc.gov/phlp/publications/topic/resources/legalepimodel/index.html
https://www.changelabsolutions.org/good-governance/phla/legal-epidemiology-resources
http://publichealthlawresearch.org/method/legal-epidemiology-training-and-educational-resources
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Thank you
Email: Staci.Lofton@phs.hctx.net

Special thank you to ChangeLab Solutions and the 
Public Health Law Center at Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 



#HARRISCARES  |   TWITTER: @HCPHTX

Thank you to panelists and the audience. 

The recording and slides will be shared with 
all registrants and post on our website. 

Let us know if you enjoyed this content. 
Please complete the follow-up survey.



Contact Information

medical-legalpartnership.org

National_MLP

Bethany Hamilton
Co-Director at NCMLP
bhamilton1@gwu.edu


