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Housekeeping
• Attendees are muted throughout the webinar.

• Type questions into Chat.

• To activate captions, select “Captions” and 
“Show Captions.”

• This webinar will be recorded and shared at 
medical-legalpartnership.org/resources/ 

• Send your questions into the chat for help.

https://medical-legalpartnership.org/resources/


This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of 
an award totaling $625,000 with 0 percent financed with non-governmental 
sources. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent 
the official views of, nor an endorsement by HRSA, HHS, or the U.S. Government. 
For more information, please visit HRSA.gov.

https://www.hrsa.gov/


About this Learning Collaborative

● Using legal services as a community strategy to improve maternal health in 

health centers

● 4 sessions

○ 90 mn long

○ Didactic portion and guided discussion

● Overview and Discussion of an MLP model
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Learning Collaborative Objectives

1. Understand MLPs and their role in maternal health   

2. Understand how to detect and address unmet legal needs that negatively 
impact maternal health outcomes

3. Develop strategies to collaborate across health and legal settings for 
integrating civil legal services, e.g, such as MLP activities, with your 
health center’s maternal priorities.
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Today’s Special Guest

John Richards, 
Executive Director for the National Center 

for Education in Maternal and Child 
Health (NCEMCH)
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Introducing our Guest Speaker

John Richards



White House Blueprint for Addressing the 
Maternal Health Crisis



MCHB and BPHC Work Hand-in-Hand:
How Title V Assists Pregnant Women



MCHB and BPHC Work Hand-in-Hand:
How Title V Assists Pregnant Women



MCHB and BPHC Work Hand-in-Hand:
Start with the Science

https://www.mchevidence.org/tools/strategies/

https://www.mchevidence.org/about/evidence.php 

https://www.mchevidence.org/tools/strategies/
https://www.mchevidence.org/about/evidence.php


MCHB and BPHC Work Hand-in-Hand:
Start with the Science



MCHB and BPHC Work Hand-in-Hand:
Start with the Science



MCHB and BPHC Work Hand-in-Hand:
Proceed with a Planning Process https://www.mchevidence.org/about/planning.php 

https://www.mchevidence.org/about/planning.php


MCHB and BPHC Work Hand-in-Hand:
Extend with Equity Tools https://www.mchevidence.org/about/tools.php 

Hexagon
Tool

https://www.mchevidence.org/about/tools.php


MCHB and BPHC Work Hand-in-Hand:
The Right Information at the Right Time https://www.mchlibrary.org 

https://www.mchlibrary.org


MCHB and BPHC Work Hand-in-Hand:
Stay Connected

https://www.mchlibrary.org/connect/alert.php 

jrichards@ncemch.org 

Email Me:

https://www.mchlibrary.org/connect/alert.php
mailto:jrichards@ncemch.org


Loral Patchen, PhD, MSN, MA, CNM, IBCLC
Medstar Washington Hospital Center



Adding MLP to help reduce disparities in 
maternal & infant mortality in Washington, D.C. 



Laying the Foundation: What is a 
Medical-Legal Partnership?



MLPs embed lawyers 
as members of the 
health care team, 
creating:

• Healthier 
patients

• A stronger 
health center 
workforce

• Improved health 
equity



Where do legal services fit within a health center’s 
response to SDOH?



Texas Advocacy Project 
Maternal Health MLP

Amanda Elkanick Oder
VP of Advocacy and Outreach

Bronwyn Blake
Chief Legal Officer 



WHO WE ARE

Texas Advocacy Project is a non-profit organization providing 
FREE
legal and social services to survivors of: 

• Domestic & Dating Violence
• Sexual Assault
• Child Abuse
• Stalking
• Human Trafficking

We believe prevention efforts are fundamental to our mission 
of helping all Texans live free from abuse, and have an 
Advocacy & Outreach team dedicated to survivor services, 
outreach, and community education.



Provided free 
legal services to 
4,765 primary 

survivors in 
power-based 
abuse cases

Supported 
clients from 
ages 13 to 

84 years old

Served 10,502 
clients and 

children 
across the 

state

Served 
survivors

in 58% of all
counties in 

Texas

WHO WE HELP

13



Trigger warning: The series of videos we will share may be triggering. Please take 
care of yourself. If you need to step away for a moment, please do so. 

Texas Advocacy Project - Agency Services PSA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK4kAOorzkU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK4kAOorzkU


NEEDS OF PATIENTS



PREVALENCE OF INTIMATE 
PARTNER VIOLENCE

https://www.lsc.gov/domestic-violence-client-stories



PREGNANCY AND INTIMATE 
PARTNER VIOLENCE



Research shows that only 10-15% 
of victims seek services from 
traditional family violence centers. 

WHY ARE WE HERE?

(Langton & Truman, 2014)



HEALTH CONSEQUENCES

Abuse & Trauma

Fatal Outcomes

Homicide Suicide
HIV/AID 
Related

Maternal 
Mortality

Non Fatal Outcomes

Negative Health 
Behaviors

Repro 

health
Physical health

Chronic 
Conditions

Mental Health



SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH



SCREENING AND 
BEST PRACTICES TO 

INTEGRATE INTO 
YOUR PRACTICE



● Health-care providers are trained
● Standard operating procedures are in place
● Consultation takes place in a private setting 
● Confidentiality is guaranteed 
● A referral system is in place to ensure that patients can access related 

services.
● Healthcare settings are equipped to provide a comprehensive response, 

addressing both physical and mental consequences.
● Healthcare providers gather forensic evidence when needed. 

RECOGNIZING ABUSE IN YOUR 
CLINIC





Universal screening and resource card

Youtube link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SS1XzO_Rqc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SS1XzO_Rqc


Special thanks to our partners at the Stanford Law School Community Health 
Access Project for this legal research!
●CALIFORNIA- hospitals must have policies for detecting IPV, documenting, 

providing resources including legal
●ILLINOIS- hospitals must have policies for detecting IPV
●OHIO- hospitals must have policies for interviewing patients that experience 

IPV
●TEXAS- State must provide resources on best practices for verbally screening 

for IPV and regional resources (not mandated that these be implemented
●NEW YORK- hospitals (with maternity/newborn services) must provide IPV 

info to all parents prior to mother’s discharge

UNIVERSAL SCREENING AND 
EDUCATION



CDC SCREENING RECOMMENDATIONS

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/ipv/ipvandsvscre
ening.pdf



Health worker to ask the following questions of ALL female patients on their own: 
1. Are you ever afraid of your partner? YES NO 
2. In the last year, has your partner hit, kicked, punched or otherwise hurt you? YES NO 
3. In the last year, has your partner put you down, humiliated you or tried to control 

what you can do? YES NO 
4. In the last year, has your partner threatened to hurt you? YES NO 
If domestic violence has been identified in any of the above questions, continue to 
questions 5 and 6.
 Would you like help with any of this now? YES NO 6. 
Would you like us to send a copy of this form to your doctor? YES NO

EXAMPLE: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
INITIATIVE SCREENING QUESTIONS



Recognition and validation of a survivor’s experience is a critical 
first step in safety planning with a survivor. 
Women who talked to their healthcare provider about abuse 
were:

SAFETY PLANNING

2.6 times more likely to 

exit the abusive relationship



OUR MEDICAL LEGAL 
PARTNERSHIP 

INITIATIVE



1. Outreach and Training
○ Identifying partners that have survivors at increased 

risk
○ Provide 6 pack of training

2. Individualized legal services
○ Individualized referral form 🡪 truly integrated care

TWO CRITICAL PARTS



1. Safety
2. Privacy
3. Employment
4. Family law
5. Criminal justice
6. Education
7. Housing
8. Financial
9. Civil legal liability

SOLUTIONS TO HEALTH-HARMING 
LEGAL NEEDS



How TAP legal solutions help improve health and wellness 
for survivors
● Free legal assistance = Reduces stress
● Divorce = Can provide closure / financial support 
● Protective Orders = Security
● Safety-planning = Reduces risk of injury

LEGAL CARE = 
IMPROVED MATERNAL HEALTH





CASE STUDY



SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOW, LIKE, SHARE!





THANK YOU FOR
JOINING US 

TODAY!
Amanda Elkanick Oder

VP of Advocacy and Outreach
aelkanick@texasadvocacyproject.org

Bronwyn Blake
Chief Legal Officer

bblake@texasadvocacyproject.org 

mailto:aelkanick@texasadvocacyproject.org
mailto:bblake@texasadvocacyproject.org


Guided 
Discussion



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How are survivors intersecting in your practice now?
2. We practice and train our partners on empowerment-based and 

trauma-centric patient care. Can you identify aspects of visiting a medical 
service provider that can be disempowering? (Naked, rushed, intimidated…) 
In what ways have you addressed these barriers?

3. How are you Screening?
4. Do you have strong referral partners with legal service providers that 

specialize in these areas?
5. In what ways are social workers utilized to help?
6. What follow-up is happening?



Survey QR Code and Link

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
GRSLRNT



Next Session
March 8, 2023, 1-2:30 PM ET

led by Mental Health Advocacy Services, Inc.

Contact the NCMLP Team at ncmlp@gwu.edu for assistance.


